
 

 

 

 

 
 

Featuring the Big Issue: ‘How can sport for development contribute to an 

impactful legacy for major events?’ 

Agenda

 
10:00-10:30 

 

10:30 – 10:55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:55 – 11:40 

Registration and refreshments 

 

1. Welcome and introduction  

 Beverley Mason, Sporting Equals 

• Keynote: Sport for development’s role in sustaining the social impact of 

major events – Setting the Policy Context. 

 Mark Lawrie, StreetGames 

• Keynote: Sport for development’s role in sustaining the social impact of 

major events – Setting the Practice Context. 

 Tom Clarke-Forrest, Sport 4 Life 

 

2. Policy to Practice panel sessions 

Two separate facilitated Q&A sessions with panels of speakers connecting 

insight and experience from policy to practice. Followed by questions and 

comments from the floor. 

• The practice panel will feature local and community stakeholders with lived 

experience of the challenges and opportunities being experienced in 

communities, and in particular among under-represented groups and 

individuals, across the West Midlands. 

 Facilitator: Jen Carter, StreetGames 

 Kirk Dawes, Birmingham Rockets 

 Dan Allen, Sports Key 

 Naseem Akhtar, Saheli Hub 

• The policy panel will respond from a structural perspective, and discuss 

some of the challenges and opportunities around sustaining social impact, 

especially in the context of the current economic climate. 

 Facilitator: Inez Brown, Birmingham Law Society 

 Mike Chamberlain, Sport Birmingham 
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 Matthew Stone, West Midlands Violence Reduction Unit 

 Verity Postlethwaite, University of Manchester 

  

11:40 – 12:15 3. The Big Issue: ‘How can sport for development contribute to an impactful 

legacy for major events?’ 

In break-out groups at the venue and online, Coalition members and 

partners will come together to discuss and set priorities for collective 

action, responding to a series of pre-set questions focused on maximising 

the contribution of sport for development to sustaining the social impact of 

major events. Questions as follows: 

 

 How do we raise awareness and amplify the contribution of sport for 

development as a part of social legacy from major events? 

 Who should be the key beneficiaries of social legacy programmes, and how 

do we ensure we are collectively reaching these groups? 

 How can we work together to measure and report the contribution of sport 

for development organisations, both around major events and elsewhere? 

 What resources are needed to support the people in the sport for 

development workforce to enable them to meaningfully contribute to the 

social legacy of the Birmingham Commonwealth Games, and other major 

events in the future? 

12:15 – 12:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:30-13:15 

 

4. Closing remarks 

• Key takeaways from the Big Issue discussion. 

• Collective action next steps – Hitesh Patel, Executive Director of the 

Sport for Development Coalition, and Geoff Thompson, Deputy Chair of 

the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games, and Founder and 

Executive Director, Youth Charter. 

 

Buffet lunch and networking 

 Register here to watch a live stream of the Town Hall. 
  

Venue: Legacy Centre of Excellence, Birmingham. To attend in person, contact 

coalition@sportfordevelopmentcoalition.org 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sport-for-development-coalition-town-hall-tickets-425125982257

